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Informational Open House and Community Meeting Purpose  



 
Approximately 70 community members attended the June 6, 2007 community meeting 
on the Washington Boulevard/ Paseo Padre Parkway Grade Separation Project to view 
project exhibit boards, discuss the project with the project team to learn about staging 
and traffic plans, community outreach activities, and other important information 
related to the project.  
 
The meeting was held at the Fremont Teen Center located at 39770 Paseo Padre 
Parkway from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., and included an open house from 6:00 p.m.-7:00 
p.m., a presentation detailing construction activities and phasing and traffic changes,  
followed by a facilitated question and answer session providing an opportunity for 
participants to ask questions of the project team about construction activities, 
coordination with Union Pacific Railroad, and neighborhood-specific impacts during 
construction.  
 
Key Issues and Concerns at Community Meeting  
 
Meeting participants had an opportunity to provide comments during both the open 
house, and facilitated question and answer session. Approximately 30 questions were 
submitted. Below is a summary of the issues heard at the community meeting and 
responses to those questions and issues raised. Questions and comments have been 
separated into general topic areas to group similar ideas. This summary is not a 
transcript of the comments received; instead, it summarizes the major issues and ideas 
provided by participants and the project team’s responses.  
  
Construction activities  
 
Q: Participants were concerned about the schedule and duration of construction 
activities on Paseo Padre Parkway for the project.  
 
A: The project team (team) responded that the City allows construction to occur 
between 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Mondays through Fridays and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. The contractor noted that construction crews arrive on site around 6:30 a.m., 
however, large and noisy/alarm-sounding equipment will not be utilized until 
construction hours begin. It was also noted that generally, construction crews complete 
work before 4:00 p.m. daily.  Should crews need to begin work earlier than 7:00 a.m. or 
on Sundays, the contractor will notify the City and a notice will be sent to the 
community.  
 
The total duration of completing Paseo Padre Parkway, 3.5 years, is longer than the 
time traffic will be on the detour, 21 months. More construction work will be performed 
before and after traffic is shifted to and off the detour.   
 
Q: Participants asked if excavation or digging is required for the winery ruins area.  



 
A: The team responded that some excavation work is required at the edge of the winery 
area to install a storm drain, but the ruins will be protected. Construction of the 
embankment for both Washington Boulevard and Osgood Road and other roadway 
work activities start outside of the fenced area of the winery ruins. BART owns the 
Winery property, which is one of the sites for the future Irvington BART station parking 
lot. The contractor will relocate the six palm trees that are planted in an arch and were 
surrounding the old winery reflecting pool into the protected fenced area closer to the 
wall to maintain their historic context.  
 
Q: Participants asked that all dust abatement measure be met with strict attention to 
detail during construction to avoid dust in the air and in the water supply. 
 
A: The team noted that this issue is on the minds of the City and contractors. 
 
Roadway detours 
 
Q: Participants were interested whether medians will be constructed along the detour 
roads as well as how many lanes were in each detour.  
 
A: The team noted that the detours will not have any medians and that Paseo Padre 
Parkway detour will have one lane in each direction and Washington Boulevard’s 
detour will have two lanes in each direction. In deciding the number of detour lanes, 
the team considered the traffic counts for the area during the design phase of the 
project. The traffic counts did not constitute a need for four lanes along Paseo Padre 
Parkway. As a way to reduce project costs, the team left the detour design at two lanes 
on Paseo Padre Parkway. 
 
Q: Participants were curious if changes can still be made to the project’s design. 
 
A: The team responded that the design is final and cannot be changed easily.  This 
project has been planned for over 10 years; the team provided extensive opportunity for 
public input during the design phase of the project. However, if the public has 
suggestions on ways to reduce costs or improve the project during construction, the 
team is open to hearing those suggestions.  
 
Noise 
 
Q: Participants were concerned about extraneous noise as a result of construction 
activities and the proximity of the relocated railroad tracks to residences.  
 
A: The team addressed these concerns by noting that there are currently no 
requirements mandating a minimum distance between existing railroad tracks and 
residences to minimize noise. Usually new railroad lines require a noise and vibration 



study be completed prior to construction. However, in this project the relocated railroad 
track is not any closer to residences than the existing track. The team has completed the 
noise studies which can be found in the technical reports available at the field office for 
review.  
  
Q: Participants were particularly interested in the status of the quiet zone. 
 
A: The team noted that a Draft Report was completed by the City’s consultants. It will 
be reviewed by the City Council who will then decide if quiet zones will be created. If 
the City does move forward with establishing quiet zones, train horns will continue to 
sound throughout construction in the Grade Separation Project area for the safety of the 
construction crew.  As soon as the traffic has shifted to the permanent Washington Blvd. 
and Paseo Padre Pkwy roadways, which will be near the completion of the project, 
there will not be a need for trains to continue to sound horns in the project area as four 
at-grade crossings at Paseo Padre Parkway, Washington Boulevard, High Street and 
Main Street will be eliminated. 
 
Railroad activities 
 
Q: Participants were concerned about the existing railroad lines, specifically, the 
decision to relocate only one of the two Fremont lines and the standing of the 14 other 
at-grade crossings.  
 
A: The team recognized that while there are two railroad lines in the Fremont area, only 
one is currently active and that is the one being relocated as a result of this Grade 
Separation Project. It was noted that the abandoned railroad line on the east side of the 
City will be used by BART for the future Warm Springs extension.  
  
The standing of the 14 crossings depends on how the City Council decides to move 
forward with the quiet zone issue. 
 
Q: Participants were also concerned about the additional back-up that will occur during 
construction while waiting for trains to pass through each at-grade crossing. 
Participants asked for a Union Pacific Railroad (UP) schedule in an effort to avoid travel 
in the area during train crossing times.  
 
A: The team noted that UP does not have a schedule of train operations in the area and 
UP is not required to provide this information to the City. The City does not have 
control over UP operations. UP cannot always predict when trains will move through 
the area either. However, the issue is recognized and eliminating traffic back up when 
trains cross Washington Blvd. and Paseo Padre has been one of the objectives of the 
project which will benefit the community greatly. 
 



Q: Participants were interested in the coordination necessary with UP during critical 
points in the construction phases. Will UP work to meet their deadlines and does the 
City have confidence in UP? 
 
A: The team noted its extensive coordination efforts with UP over the past two years, 
which resulted in signing a construction and maintenance agreement in which UP has 
specified the number of days to complete its work. 
 
Utility work 
 
Q: Participants were concerned about the recent outage of street lighting at night along 
Paseo Padre Parkway. 
 
A: The team informed the community that the power lines had been vandalized.  The 
City has coordinated with PG&E to repair them.  
 
Q: Participants expressed interest in the amount of utilities within the project area, 
asking if they can be shut down during emergencies.  
 
A: The team noted that the utility lines, particularly the Kinder Morgan line, have shut-
off valves / switches in several places to shut down the lines during emergencies such 
as earthquakes.  
 
Seismic safety 
 
Q: Participants were concerned about the seismic safety of the overpass and underpass, 
as well as building above fault lines.  
 
A: The team pointed out that the Hayward fault line runs through Driscoll Road and 
the old Gallegos Winery property. The new grade separation structures are about 100 
feet away from the fault line. The retaining walls along Driscoll Road and Osgood Road 
are not made of solid concrete but a Mechanically Stabilized Earth, with individual 
concrete panel facings, to provide flexibility during an earthquake and ease of repair 
after an earthquake.  
 
Pedestrians /Bikeways   
 
Q: Participants had several questions about pedestrian and bike pathways during and 
post-construction activities. Specifically, participants were interested in why the City is 
spending funds to build a pedestrian bridge across Paseo Padre Parkway when there 
was not one there before. 
 
A: The team explained that the pedestrian bridge was actually a utility bridge to allow 
the relocation of the many utilities that cross Paseo Padre Parkway. The team has 



designed this utility bridge to also serve as a pedestrian bridge to benefit the 
community.  The utility lines will run underneath the bridge. The pedestrian bridge has 
the potential to link with a pedestrian/bike path that the City is considering as a 
separate project. In the City’s negotiations with the railroad, the City gained ownership 
of the old railroad corridor. The City’s goal is to convert most of this corridor to a 
pedestrian and bike path so that residents can travel from Washington Boulevard on a 
separate path, over Paseo Padre Parkway and end in the park area around Lake 
Elizabeth.  
 
Q: Participants were concerned about access-during and post construction-to the 
Mission Valley neighborhood. Residents wanted to know if they will be able to use the 
pathway from the neighborhood to the golf course.  
 
A: When the City began the process of looking into the quiet zone, the CPUC indicated 
that the crossing near the park must be closed as it is not considered a legal crossing. 
The pathway is on Flood Control District property. The City is pursuing upgrading the 
pathway to make it a legal and safe crossing. The City has allocated a budget to perform 
this study. However, if the CPUC decides to close it during construction, the pathway 
may need to be temporarily closed.  
 
Q: A remark was made concerning safety around large equipment and construction 
trucks in the area as a teacher and her students were observed walking in the bike lane 
along Paseo Padre Parkway. Participants are interested in when protections will be 
installed for pedestrians and construction workers? 
 
A: The team stated that the northern sidewalk along Paseo Padre Parkway is closed 
during construction.  The public must use the southern sidewalk. Signs are posted 
indicating which sidewalks are useable. As a safety measure, the contractor has been 
asked to use flaggers to stop construction activities that are located on the northern 
sidewalk when pedestrians are in the area to allow pedestrians to pass through safely.  
 
Q: Participants voiced concern about the plans for handicap sidewalks during 
construction activities.  
 
A: The team indicated that both the detours on Paseo Padre Parkway and on 
Washington Boulevard will have handicap accessible sidewalks and meet ADA 
standards. The team requested that if concerns arise regarding handicap access, 
community members should call the project infoline so that concerns can be addressed. 
Impacts to local streets and neighborhoods 
  
Q: Participants had specific questions about the local streets adjacent to the project area. 
Specifically, participants asked about plans to widen Osgood Road. 
 



A: The team stated the design for the Osgood Road Widening Project is complete and 
that real estate is being purchased. Osgood Road will be widened to the south. The 
Widening Project will be coordinated with the Grade Separation Project and will be 
completed before the Grade Separation Project is completed.  
 
Q: Participants asked if a left-turn lane near Shadowbrook Common would be available 
during and/or after construction.  
 
A: The team stated that they are aware of this request but that a left-turn lane is not 
possible in this area during construction due to the proximity of the detour conform to 
the existing Paseo Padre Parkway. When the detour is removed, a left-turn lane from 
west bound Paseo Padre Parkway to ShadowBrook Common has been considered. 
 
Q: Participants asked if a left turn lane will be allowed from Bruce Street onto 
Washington Boulevard during construction. 
 
A: The team suggested that those participants interested in this concern view the plans 
after the question and answer session.  
 
Q: Participants asked if the turn lane from Olive Road onto Washington Boulevard will 
remain in place. 
 
A: The team confirmed that the turn lane will remain in place.  
 

Future Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) extension to Warm Springs 
 
Q: Participants were concerned about the proximity of the BART tracks to the Mission 
Valley neighborhood and whether those tracks will be aboveground, underground, or 
at-grade. 
 
A: The team identified the BART alignment as an underground line running under 
Central Park and then at-grade once the tracks come out of the tunnel (in the location 
equivalent to where Marabu Way is located.)  
 
Q: Participants were interested in the plans for a BART-Irvington station. 
 
A: The team noted that BART bought the old winery property for parking and the 
Irvington BART station. In July 2007, BART will update the City Council about the 
project and the project’s temporary environmental impacts on Central Park. 
 
Q: Participants asked about a preliminary schedule for the BART extension. 
 
A: The team noted that BART has completed its final environmental documents at the 
federal and state levels. As part of the project, it was determined that BART will need to 



construct some sound walls. The document can be reviewed at the library or online. 
BART is working on the final design of the tunnel. BART still needs to identify funding 
to begin building the project within the next year. If BART can make that deadline, 
construction could begin late next year and if remained on that schedule, the extension 
would open in 2013. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
CONTACT:  
Andrea Nocito 
Senior Project Associate 
CirclePoint  
415-227-1100 ext 104 
a.nocito@circlepoint.com 
 

Attend a Community Meeting for the Washington Boulevard/Paseo Padre Parkway Grade 
Separation Project in Fremont  

 
(Fremont, CA) — The City of Fremont is hosting a community meeting on June 6, 2007 at the City of Fremont 

Teen Center located at 39770 Paseo Padre Parkway (off Sailway Drive in Central Park/Lake Elizabeth) from 

6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. to present to the community information on current and upcoming construction activities 

and traffic detours associated with the Grade Separation Project. Attendees will have the opportunity to view 

project exhibit boards and visit with project staff during the open house beginning at 6:00 p.m. A presentation 

will follow the open house at 7:00 p.m. that includes an overview of upcoming construction activities and 

phasing plans, traffic changes, community outreach activities, and other important information related to the 

project. A facilitated question and answer session will follow the presentation.  

What:   Attend a Community Meeting for the Washington Boulevard/Paseo Padre 

 Parkway Grade Separation Project 

Date:    Wednesday, June 6, 2007 

Time:    6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

              6:00 p.m. Open House 

              7:00 p.m. Presentation and Facilitated Question and Answer Session         

Where: City of Fremont Teen Center, 39770 Paseo Padre Parkway, Fremont CA (off Sailway  

   Drive in Central Park/Lake Elizabeth). 

Ongoing dialogue with the community is an important part of the Grade Separation Project. Throughout 

construction, the City will provide advance notice of traffic changes and construction activities through  

-More- 


